THE   COURT   OF   BERLIN                         187

sucker. Agriculture is what is most necessary to
be encouraged, particularly as soon as commercial
oppression shall be renounced ; though this op-
pression has hitherto been productive of gold,
thanks to the situation of the Prussian states.
But how may agriculture be encouraged in a
country where the half of the peasants are at-
tached to the glebe ? For so they are in
Pomerania, Prussia, and in other parts.

It would be a grand operation in the royal
domains, were they divided into small farms, as
has so long since been done by the great land-
holders in England. It is a subject of much
greater importance than regulations of trade; but
there are so many interested people to be contro-
verted, and the habit of servitude is so rooted,
that strength of understanding, energy and con-
sistency, not one grain of which I can find here,
are necessary to make the attempt. More
knowledge likewise is requisite than will here be
found, for a long time to come, for it to be
supposed that there is no town, no province,
which would not most gladly consent to pay the
King much more than the neat revenue he at a single link in
